
Code Maker/Breaker

Category Activities

Badge Secret Codes

Advancement Healthy Mind

Time to allocate
(mins)

20

Outcome Cubs will be able to write and decode a simple message

Resources

Cardboard (eg. old cereal box)

Paper (coloured construction paper)

Kokis

Scissors

Instructions

To make the code maker use scissors to cut a rectangle about 7 cm by 19 cm from recycled
cereal box cardboard.

·      
Fold the rectangle in half so the long ends meet. Snip into the fold at 3 cm from each end.
Unfold. Cut into each snip to make a 4 cm opening centered and running parallel to each
short end.

·      
To make the code breaker, cut a 23 cm by 4 cm piece of construction paper to fit in the
code maker's slots. Trim the sides of the code breaker so it will glide easily when you put it
into the code maker.

·      
Use kokis to mark 1 cm spaces to the right and left of the code maker. Write A through M to
the left and N through Z to the right in the spaces.

·      
Write the code letters on the code breaker strip so they line up with your code maker
alphabet. You can make several codes by sliding the code breaker up so each letter is
aligned with a different letter. Write the top two letters that disappear in the new spaces at
the bottom. Mark lines on the construction paper strip at the top to show how to line up the
letters for the particular message you are sending, then be sure to tell the message's
recipient at which line to arrange the code breaker.
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